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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Despite a national
election cycle
dominated by
rhetoric focused
on inflation and
immigration,
public lands broke
through in Western
congressional and down-ballot races.
Just as national campaigns found success
in focusing on the direct impacts of
inflation on voters’ lives, public lands and
natural resources proved to be an issue
that gave candidates an edge, especially
when the candidate effectively connected
them to quality of life in the West and
their role in Western identity.

Sixty five percent of Western voters say
they visit public lands at least a few
times a year. As a cherished and assumed
aspect of life in the West, public lands
have the ability to transcend political
boundaries. The issues of public lands,
water resources, and climate action
continue to resonate with a significant
portion of Western voters across the
political spectrum.

In key races in Arizona, Colorado,
Montana, Nevada, and New Mexico,
candidates who articulated clear

positions on these issues reaped benefits.
Even where candidates did not prioritize
conservation over other issues, they still
utilized the outdoors and landscapes of
the West in their advertising to connect
with voters. This underscores the
continued importance of conservation as
a political issue, albeit one that coexists
with other pressing concerns in voters’
minds and the public dialog.

Candidates who successfully

balanced economic development with
environmental stewardship often found
favor with voters. At the same time,
those who took more extreme positions
on either end of the spectrum struggled
to gain broad support. Looking ahead,
it’s evident that conservation can play
a key role in elections, even in cycles
dominated by national issues, so long as
candidates tie conservation to quality
of life, Western identity, and local
economies.
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Beginning in the 2016 election cycle, the Center

for Western Priorities’ Winning the West polls
have examined the views of Western voters
on important issues around conservation

and public lands. These polls have shown
strong support for public land protection and
helped identify a growing “Outdoor Voter”
bloc in the West. Outdoor Voters are defined
as likely voters who say conservation issues
are essential in deciding how they vote. In the
last few years, this bloc has identified that
public lands, parks, and wildlife are becoming
more important to them. Outdoor Voters
consist of those who support conservation
efforts, participate in various outdoor
activities, and visit public lands frequently.

WINNING | Conservationremains

4|

The latest “Winning the West” polling found
that 87 percent of Western voters - with
strong majorities across parties - say a
candidate’s support for conservation plays
an influential role in how they choose to
cast their ballots. Forty percent describe

a candidate’s support for conservation as
“very important” to their voting decision.

Seventy-one percent of Western voters say
they are more likely to support a candidate
who prioritizes protecting public lands from
being taken over by private developers and
oil and mining companies. Seven out of ten
also say the same thing about a candidate
who supports protecting and investing

in national parks and monuments.

Sixty-one percent of Western voters say
public lands, parks, and wildlife issues have
become more important to them over the
past few years. That includes 28 percent of
voters who say conservation issues are “much
more” important to them than before.

When it comes to conservation efforts,
Western voters are much more concerned
that the government will not do enough to
protect natural resources (63 percent) than
that the government will go too far with
regulations and restrictions (37 percent).

Mining on public lands is receiving increased
attention because some minerals are


https://westernpriorities.org/winning-the-west/
https://westernpriorities.org/winning-the-west/

components for solar panels, batteries, and When it comes to energy development, 59
other clean energy technologies. Eighty-four percent of Western voters say we need to
percent of Western voters agree that the Mining prioritize renewable resources on public
Law of 1872 should be updated and modernized lands and carefully manage our land and

to strengthen environmental safeguards and natural resources. That is compared to 41
require companies to pay a royalty for mining percent who say we need to use all available
on public lands. When asked why mining options, including oil and gas drilling on
regulations have not been updated, 63 percent public lands, to lower energy costs.

of Western voters point to industry influence

through lobbying and political contributions.

87 -o

‘of Western voters say a
candldates support for




ARIZONA

Climate leadership
holds amidst political
challenges

In Arizona, the state’s overall conservative tilt in 2024 was evident,

but environmental issues still played an interesting role in several key
races.

“Results from the 2023 Winning the West Poll



GALLEGO vs. [AKE
U.S. SENATE

Kari Lake

Ruben Gallego

(winner)

Senator Ruben Gallego’s victory
demonstrated that strong positions on
water conservation and climate resilience
could be the edge a candidate needs

to win, particularly in a race decided
by less than three percent of the vote
in a politically split state. His record

on securing Arizona’s water future
proved compelling to voters, while Kari
Lake’s public persona—demonstrated
by her campaign’s ad content—painted
a picture focused on national politics.
Water did appear as one of her issue
areas; however, instead of advocating
for protecting and conserving Arizona’s
water, Lake advocated for funding “big

ideas to bring water into Arizona and the
West” through a federal declaration.

¢ The Havasupai people have
lived in the Grand Canyon

for centuries. Their history is

Arizona’s history and I will always

fight to protect it.”

Ruben Gallego
Campaign ad
October 19, 2024

Alternatively, Gallego was able to lean on
his record of success delivering legislative
solutions for conservation and water,
including advocating for funding the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, a program
that funds conservation and protects
critical drinking water sources across the

country—an issue critically important for
a state grappling with historic drought.
Gallego also presented himself as
someone who enjoys the public lands of
Arizona and understands the importance
of honoring the state’s Indigenous

people. For a state largely aligned on
this issue set, Gallego successfully

leveraged land and water conservation,
which helped him win a tight race.



https://gallegoforarizona.com/issue/protecting-arizonas-water/
https://gallegoforarizona.com/issue/environment-climate-change/
https://adstransparency.google.com/advertiser/AR00310544792838733825?region=US&topic=political
https://adstransparency.google.com/advertiser/AR00310544792838733825?region=US&topic=political
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwCKjI8_TFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwCKjI8_TFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwCKjI8_TFA
https://karilake.com/issues/water-for-the-west/
https://stanton.house.gov/2019/9/gallego-and-stanton-arizona-s-natural-beauty-deserves-fully-funded-land-and-water
https://stanton.house.gov/2019/9/gallego-and-stanton-arizona-s-natural-beauty-deserves-fully-funded-land-and-water
https://www.azwater.gov/drought/drought-status#:~:text=Long%2Dterm%20Drought%20Conditions&text=December%202020%20to%20November%202024,%2C%20southern%2C%20and%20southeastern%20counties.
https://www.azwater.gov/drought/drought-status#:~:text=Long%2Dterm%20Drought%20Conditions&text=December%202020%20to%20November%202024,%2C%20southern%2C%20and%20southeastern%20counties.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKZV_oo36qQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKZV_oo36qQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKZV_oo36qQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKZV_oo36qQ
https://www.arizonafuture.org/the-arizona-we-want/arizona-voters-agenda/2024-results/#anchorEnvironment
https://www.arizonafuture.org/the-arizona-we-want/arizona-voters-agenda/2024-results/#anchorEnvironment

ANSARI vs. ZINK
U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 3

Yassamin Ansari Jeffrey Zink

(winner)
Yassamin Ansari’s success highlighted such as establishing the nation’s first
the electoral benefits of combining publicly-funded Office of Heat Response
climate advocacy with practical local and Mitigation signaled to voters that
initiatives. Her emphasis on Phoenix’s she would continue her commitment
Climate Action Plan and investments to protecting the environment through
in electric vehicles appealed to voters sensible and localized policy solutions
concerned about environmental and in Congress. Ansari’s opponent,
economic issues. Ansari leveraged Jeffrey Zink, used no public lands or
her record as a climate advocate to environmental messaging in digital
contextualize her relevant work on the advertising or on other platforms, and
Phoenix City Council. Her ‘Climate Plan his campaign website shows support
for a Greener, Safer Future’ focused on for achieving water security only
solutions to Arizona’s heat, air quality, through new dams and desalination
and water access. She cites previous efforts while pushing for fossil fuel
progress she’s made on these issues, exploration over renewable energy.

2024

¢ 1'm really proud of the work Phoenix has done Climate Action Plan
on climate action over the last few years, both

when I was on City Council and since then. From gl Progress Report
establishing the country’s first publicly funded

Office of Heat Response & Mitigation to passing

an ambitious fleet transition plan, to improving

the water supply through conservation efforts
and stormwater infrastructure, Phoenix is a
leader on climate issues.”

Yassamin Ansari
Campaign blog
October 9, 2024
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https://yassaminforcongress.com/news/blog-for-arizona-kate-gallego-and-yassamin-ansari-comment-on-the-city-of-phoenix-annual-climate-action-plan-progress-report/
https://yassaminforcongress.com/news/blog-for-arizona-kate-gallego-and-yassamin-ansari-comment-on-the-city-of-phoenix-annual-climate-action-plan-progress-report/
https://www.phoenix.gov/sustainability/electricvehicles/ad-hoc-committee
https://www.phoenix.gov/sustainability/electricvehicles/ad-hoc-committee
https://smileymovement.org/news/yassamin-ansari
https://yassaminforcongress.com/policy/climate-plan-for-a-greener-safer-future/
https://yassaminforcongress.com/policy/climate-plan-for-a-greener-safer-future/
https://www.phoenix.gov/heat
https://www.phoenix.gov/heat
https://jeffzink4uscongress.com/issues

GRIJALVA vs. BUTIERE/
U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT /

Radul Grijalva Daniel Butierez
(winner)

Representative Rall Grijalva’s
commitment to strong environmental
protections and record as Congressman
and Chair of the Natural Resources
Committee contrasted sharply with
Daniel Butierez’s pro-mining platform.
In a race largely defined by traditional
campaigning and experience on

the job, Butierez’s prioritization of
economic development at the expense
of Arizona’s natural resources likely
did him no favors. At the ballot box,
voters’ negative view of Butierez was
clear. It even led to two of the district’s
six counties splitting parties down the
ballot: supporting Donald Trump at the
national level but opting for Grijalva
when it came to local representation.

¢ Arizona is at the center of the
environmental justice and climate
justice movements and often
disproportionately experiences the
deadly heatwaves, droughts, and
wildfires. To solve the climate crisis,
we must continue transitioning our
economy away from one reliant on fossil
fuels to a new green economy based in
renewable energy that creates millions
of new green jobs. At the same time, we
must continue protecting our public
lands, safeguarding our biodiversity, and
working with communities impacted by
environmental and climate justice issues
to remedy past wrongs.”

Raul Grijalva
Campaign website
2024



https://grijalva.house.gov/issues/environment/
https://grijalva.house.gov/issues/environment/
https://danielbutierez4congress2024.com/

COLORADO

Water and mineral
resources dominate
debate

Colorado’s elections underscored the delicate balance between
resource extraction and conservation, with candidates struggling to
find a middle ground.

" Results from the 2023 Winning the West Poll




-RISCH vs. HURD
U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 3

Adam Frisch Jeff Hurd

(winner)

Recent Colorado elections have shown
that pro-conservation messaging can
make headway in more conservative
districts. However, Democratic
candidate Adam Frisch missed an
opportunity to appeal to voters by

opposing the Dolores Canyons National
Monument proposal, which is supported
by 84 percent of Coloradans.

Jeff Hurd campaigned on concerns
about water scarcity and energy costs
while avoiding taking a stand on public
lands. Hurd used Colorado’s natural
beauty to his advantage in ads pushing
traditional, conservative values to win
over a conservative-leaning district.
Frisch’s lack of support for the Dolores
Canyon National Monument ultimately
created dissonance in his campaign as a
conservation candidate, allowing Hurd
to gain ground over him in a close race.

THE DAILY SENTINEL
Opposites agree: Frisch, Hurd both
oppose Dolores monument

€41 think 400,000 acres is way too much
for me to digest.”

Adam Frisch
Grand Junction Daily Sentinel
July 31, 2024

¢¢ Hurd, who hadn’t known about Frisch’s

views on the subject until contacted by
The Daily Sentinel, said with a laugh that he
‘sounds like a Republican.”

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel
July 31, 2024



https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/opposites-agree-frisch-hurd-both-oppose-dolores-monument/article_d52c1318-4ec5-11ef-9639-d7b03692df76.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/opposites-agree-frisch-hurd-both-oppose-dolores-monument/article_d52c1318-4ec5-11ef-9639-d7b03692df76.html
https://westernpriorities.org/winning-the-west/
https://www.cpr.org/2024/10/14/vg-2024-3rd-congressional-district-jeff-hurd/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzFoiHToMK0
https://adstransparency.google.com/advertiser/AR10648989776817946625/creative/CR09007330543301296129?region=US&topic=political
https://adstransparency.google.com/advertiser/AR10648989776817946625/creative/CR09007330543301296129?region=US&topic=political
https://adstransparency.google.com/advertiser/AR10648989776817946625/creative/CR09007330543301296129?region=US&topic=political

MONTANA

Public lands issues
remain important as
the state’s politics shift

Over the last decade, Montana elections have emphasized public

~ lands, as both Democrats and Republicans have sought to reassure

voters that they will fight to keep public lands in public hands. Publlc
land protection continues to be'a resonant issue in Montana, even as
o the $tate s polltlcs and polltlcal dlscourse have shlfted to the rrght

MONTANA VOTERS AT A GLANCE

Results from the 2021'1 Conservation //\7 e West Po
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https://www.umt.edu/crown-yellowstone/voter-surveys/2024/2024_surveyrelease.pdf

GIANFORTE vs. BUSSE
GOVERNOR

h, U

Greg Gianforte Ryan Busse
(winner)

Incumbent Greg Gianforte made touting
his record on public lands a key part

of his campaign. He emphasized his_
public lands track record, including

his work delivering funding for healthy
forest management and expanding
access to public lands for Montanans.
He also attempted to portray himself

as a relatable and avid outdoorsman.

His opponent Ryan Busse’s campaign
challenged Gianforte’s record on public

lands and emphasized Busse’s own

background and vision as a “ranch
kid and lifelong outdoorsman.” The

prominence of public lands in this race
proves that you can’t run a campaign
in Montana without appealing to the
outdoor lifestyle of most Montanans.

¢ our top priority will continue to be to

increase public access while preserving
our treasured lands and habitats for
generations to come.”

Greg Gianforte
Press release
August 19, 2024

Greg Gianforte
Campaign ad
October 6, 2024
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“Ynlocked access to over
100,000 acres of public lands
because

¢ Ryan Busse is raising his boys on Montana’s

public lands and as Governor, he'll fight to
protect our clean air, clean water and public lands
so future generations can enjoy the Montana way
of life.”

Montanans for Freedom Action Fund
Ryan Busse campaign ad
October 8, 2024


https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?id=1255504975865399
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?id=1255504975865399
https://news.mt.gov/Governors-Office/Gov_Gianforte_DNRC_Highlight_Impact_of_Fuel_Reduction_and_Suppression_Efforts_on_Wildfires#:~:text=Gianforte%20signed%20House%20Bill%20883,of%20forest%20and%20wildfire%20management.
https://news.mt.gov/Governors-Office/Gov_Gianforte_DNRC_Highlight_Impact_of_Fuel_Reduction_and_Suppression_Efforts_on_Wildfires#:~:text=Gianforte%20signed%20House%20Bill%20883,of%20forest%20and%20wildfire%20management.
https://news.mt.gov/Governors-Office/Governor_Gianforte_FWP_Increase_Public_Access_and_Conservation_on_50000_Acres_in_Eastern_Montana
https://news.mt.gov/Governors-Office/Governor_Gianforte_FWP_Increase_Public_Access_and_Conservation_on_50000_Acres_in_Eastern_Montana
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=active&ad_type=all&country=US&id=1271913160471059&is_targeted_country=false&media_type=all&search_type=page&view_all_page_id=325987923922633
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=active&ad_type=all&country=US&id=1271913160471059&is_targeted_country=false&media_type=all&search_type=page&view_all_page_id=325987923922633
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=active&ad_type=all&country=US&id=856001139640381&is_targeted_country=false&media_type=all&search_type=page&view_all_page_id=325987923922633
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active_status=active&ad_type=all&country=US&id=856001139640381&is_targeted_country=false&media_type=all&search_type=page&view_all_page_id=325987923922633

TESTER vs. SHEEHY
U.S. SENATE

Jon Tester Tim Sheehy
(winner)

Senator Jon Tester, the last remaining
Democrat representing Montana
statewide, was defeated in the face of
broader political dynamics and shifting
demographics favoring Republicans

in Montana this cycle. Conservation

and public lands were key pillars of
Tester’s congressional resume.

His opponent, Tim Sheehy, also embraced

public lands, parroting the common ¢¢1n Montana, we value our privacy and
in public hands.” Meanwhile, Sheehy let politicians come between a woman
on the board of an organization that our public lands. But Tim Sheehy called
supports 'free.—market environmentalism to transfer them off, so the ultra-rich
and has historically promoted the can buy them up. In Montana, we rely
privatization of public lands. This makes on rural health care to survive. But Tim
it clear Sheehy knew it was essential Sheehy wants to return health care to
to position himself as a defender of pure privatization and shutter rural

public lands, even if falsely, to winin a hospitals across the state.
pro-public lands state like Montana.

Folks, Tim Sheehy just ain't Montana.”

While Tester attempted to differentiate
himself from his opponent on other

key national issues in this election Jon Tester
cycle, he could not overcome X

the red wave in Montana. August 20, 2024
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https://montanawildlife.org/news/senator-tester-continues-to-be-a-champion-for-public-lands-open-spaces-and-wildlife/
https://montanawildlife.org/news/senator-tester-continues-to-be-a-champion-for-public-lands-open-spaces-and-wildlife/
https://www.mtpr.org/montana-news/2024-05-15/q-a-tim-sheehy-republican-candidate-for-u-s-senate
https://www.mtpr.org/montana-news/2024-05-15/q-a-tim-sheehy-republican-candidate-for-u-s-senate
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/tim-sheehy-disclosure-property-and-environmental-research-center_n_6669b060e4b076909e1cc443
https://x.com/jontester/status/1826002498861281470

NEVADA

Strength from
incumbents with a
conservation record

Nevada’s races demonstrated the effectiveness of a strong record on
the environment for candidates despite other issues dominating the
state-wide election cycle.

- . T
Do .
5 o at - 5 - ~

SiL 0 U RRSTLas e Rl NEVADAVOTERSAT AG

LANCE - -




ROSEN vs. BROWN
U.S. SENATE

Jacky Rosen Sam Brown

(winner)
Senator Jacky Rosen’s re-election storage at Yucca Mountain and placing
campaign leaned into her strong solar and wind energy at odds with
record on public lands and clean drilling in Nevada. He also suffered from
energy, while addressing broader public financial backing from Big Oil.
concerns about the economy. Rosen
emphasized her legislative successes Rosen’s pro-conservation and pro-
in protecting public lands and her climate stances helped her winin a
support for the recent designation of state also won by President Trump.

Avi Kwa Ame National Monument. She
also emphasized her efforts to lower

costs for families by using clean energy, {Today’s designation will preserve and protect
with her advertising identifying the an area of great cultural significance to Tribal
jobs these efforts would create. Her nations for generations to come. This sacred
ability to link conservation efforts land is rich with natural beauty, diverse wildlife,

with economic growth was notable. and immense ecological importance. As a

firm and strong supporter of the Avi Kwa Ame
While Rosen’s campaign demonstrated National Monument, it was an honor to join so
the clear benefits of clean energy, many Nevadans to celebrate the permanent
Sam Brown’s campaign waded into protection of this land.”

politically fraught issues like nuclear

Jacky Rosen
Press release
- March 21, 2023

s


https://www.keeptahoeblue.org/news/what-nevadans-are-saying-we-applaud-senator-rosens-leadership-is-advancing-the-truckee-meadows-public-lands-management-act/
https://www.keeptahoeblue.org/news/what-nevadans-are-saying-we-applaud-senator-rosens-leadership-is-advancing-the-truckee-meadows-public-lands-management-act/
https://www.rosen.senate.gov/2023/03/21/rosen-celebrates-designation-of-the-avi-kwa-ame-national-monument-in-nevada/
https://www.rosen.senate.gov/2023/03/21/rosen-celebrates-designation-of-the-avi-kwa-ame-national-monument-in-nevada/
https://www.rosen.senate.gov/2024/05/02/rosen-cortez-masto-secure-nearly-1-8-million-for-clean-energy-projects-in-nevada/
https://host2.adimpact.com/admo/viewer/b94b328a-2e4c-4f4c-b4e9-e7d204e6f8ee
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2024-04-30/nuclear-waste-storage-at-yucca-mountain-could-roil-nevada-u-s-senate-race
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2024-04-30/nuclear-waste-storage-at-yucca-mountain-could-roil-nevada-u-s-senate-race
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11092024/nevada-senate-race-clean-energy/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11092024/nevada-senate-race-clean-energy/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11092024/nevada-senate-race-clean-energy/
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2024/10/30/2280461/-Nevada-Republican-wants-to-ride-Big-Oil-s-money-to-the-Senate

LEE vs. JOHNSON
U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 3

Susie Lee Drew Johnson

(winner)

Congresswoman Susie Lee once again
showed that an incumbent with a strong
record of protecting public lands and
outdoor recreation is tough to beat

in the West. She was one of the first
members of Nevada’s congressional
delegation to support the Avi Kwa Ame
National Monument designation, fought
instances of harmful and unproductive
oil and gas leasing on public lands, and
has stood against nuclear storage in her
state. She has supported multiple bills
to expand outdoor recreation in the state
and proudly participates in outdoor
recreation herself. She introduced a

bill to combine housing policy with
conservation initiatives, demonstrating
how sustainable development can
address Nevada’s dual challenges of
growth and resource management.

Drew Johnson’s campaign did not
prominently feature environmental

{Earlier this year, I got to join the world's
greatest free soloist (and proud #NV03
constituent) @AlexHonnold for some rock

climbing in Red Rock Canyon.

And in Congress, I'm fighting to pass the
bipartisan PARC Act to protect more iconic
climbing sites for everyone to enjoy.”

Susie Lee

of gas and national social issues. X
December 11, 2023

issues, focusing instead on the cost
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https://susielee.house.gov/issues/energy-public-lands
https://susielee.house.gov/issues/energy-public-lands
https://susielee.house.gov/issues/energy-public-lands
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-lee-celebrates-one-year-anniversary-avi-kwa-ames-national
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-lee-celebrates-one-year-anniversary-avi-kwa-ames-national
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/lee-cortez-masto-introduce-bicameral-bill-limit-speculative-oil-and-gas-leasing
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/lee-cortez-masto-introduce-bicameral-bill-limit-speculative-oil-and-gas-leasing
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-markup-rep-susie-lee-blocks-funding-yucca-mountain
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-markup-rep-susie-lee-blocks-funding-yucca-mountain
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-lee-joins-bipartisan-bicameral-coalition-introducing-bolt-act
https://susielee.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-lees-bipartisan-legislation-expand-outdoor-recreation-passes-us
https://x.com/RepSusieLee/status/1734304419003482595
https://x.com/RepSusieLee/status/1734304419003482595
https://susielee.house.gov/media/in-the-news/nevadan-susie-lees-bill-make-it-easier-get-new-housing-built-land-strapped-states
https://susielee.house.gov/media/in-the-news/nevadan-susie-lees-bill-make-it-easier-get-new-housing-built-land-strapped-states
https://x.com/DrewForNevada/status/1687238924609945600
https://x.com/DrewForNevada/status/1687238924609945600

NEW MEXICO

Public lands protection
resonates with voters

New Mexico serves as a reminder that in Western states, public lands
are not merely a niche issue but a fundamental aspect of regional
identity and economic well-being. Successful candidates recognized
that conservation can be a bridge-building issue, allowing them to
connect with voters across the political spectrum.

Results from the 2024 Conservation in the West Poll
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HEINRICH vs. DOMENICI
US SENATE

Martin Heinrich Nella Domenici

(winner)

The New Mexico U.S. Senate race
between Senator Martin Heinrich

and Nella Domenici highlighted the
enduring importance of public lands
and conservation issues in the state.
Heinrich’s victory can be attributed to a
combination of factors, with his strong

environmental stance playing a large role.

Heinrich’s campaign strategy effectively
leveraged his established reputation

as a champion for conservation. As a
senior member of the Senate Energy &
Natural Resources Committee, he had

a record of action on conservation,

energy efficiency, relevant infrastructure

investments, and and protections for
Tribes’ ancestral lands. He successfully

framed his support of conservation as
a fight on behalf of his constituents.

Nella Domenici’s campaign also touched
on public lands, including a post on

her campaign website celebrating

National Public Lands Day. The post
mentions generational connections

to the state’s public lands, saying,
“Across our beautiful state, fishermen,
hunters, and outdoorsmen of all kinds,
ranchers and farmers, and miners and
oil and gas producers interact with
public lands every day.” This agnostic
view of public land use lost out to
Heinrich’s pro-conservation stance.

{{Like many New Mexicans, fishing, hunting,
and cooking a meal is what brings my family

together.

It's on us to preserve our outdoor heritage so our
kids can share these same moments with theirs.”

Martin Heinrich
Instagram
April 20, 2022



https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/priorities/issues/conservation
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/priorities/issues/energy
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/priorities/issues/transportation-and-infrastructure
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/priorities/issues/transportation-and-infrastructure
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/priorities/issues/indian-country
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/priorities/issues/indian-country
https://www.nellaforsenate.com/post/national-public-lands-day
https://www.nellaforsenate.com/post/national-public-lands-day
https://www.nellaforsenate.com/post/national-public-lands-day

VASQUEZ vs. HERRELL
U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 2

Gabe Vasquez Yvette Herrell

(winner)

Gabe Vasquez’s victory can be attributed environmental or conservation issues
to a nuanced campaign strategy that prominently. This omission may have
effectively leveraged his conservation been a misstep in a district where
credentials while addressing broader public lands play a significant role
voter concerns. He emphasized his track in the economy and local culture.

record of conserving New Mexico’s public
lands and wildlife, his focus on preserving

outdoor recreation opportunities, and his
efforts to connect conservation efforts
to the state’s economy and way of life.

Vasquez’s approach demonstrated that
public lands advocacy can serve as a
foundation for building voter trust across
party lines. By linking conservation to
economic benefits and quality-of-life
issues, he successfully broadened his
appeal beyond traditional environmental
constituencies, cultivating a broad base
of support that might not have been
accessible to a candidate with less
established environmental credentials.

In both her races in 2020 and 2024,

¢é New Mexico’s public lands are core to our

identity and offer a multitude of benefits.
Whether you hike, bike, hunt, fish, camp,
or enjoy our great outdoors in another way,
we must ensure that our children and their
children are able to enjoy New Mexico as
we do today, and that we grow our state’s
outdoor recreation economy. Gabe has
spent much of his career making sure New
Mexicans have access to public lands and
he'll keep working to conserve our lands,
water, and wildlife in Congress - and fight
any efforts to sell off our public lands to the
highest bidder.”

Gabe Vasquez
Campaign website
2024

Yvette Herrell lost by a narrow margin
and her campaigns did not feature
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https://gabeforcongress.com/issues/
https://gabeforcongress.com/issues/

LOOKING AR

-AD

2026 OUTLOOK

While not always at the forefront of the national
debate, public lands access and conservation
issues played a crucial role in close races in
Western states like Arizona, Colorado, Montana,
Nevada, and New Mexico. Candidates who
support public land protection and access align
themselves with most voters. These issues
remain critical regionally, and public lands
often serve as an underlying theme and visual
backdrop for campaigns, as well as a way for
candidates to forge a personal connection to
their voters’ lives. :

By contrast, candidates who took more extreme
stances, such as advocating for the removal of

protections from national public lands, faced
significant risks, even in less competitive
districts and states.

Looking ahead, natural resource issues such
as fire management and water supplies are
expected to become increasingly important as
they directly impact voters’ wallets and daily
lives. Candidates who offer specific solutions
and detailed plans to address these issues and
tie public lands to quality of life and economic
opportunity have an inside track to winning

Western voters in future elections.
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