A few facts about

oil & gas development on public lands

LEASING 25 mIU.IOH acres of U.S. public lands

managed by the Bureau of Land Management, an area
the size of Indiana, are leased for oil and gas

development.!

of U.S. public lands

9 O % managed by the BLM

are available for oil and

gas leasing.?

1 O (y of U.S. public lands
o managed by the BLM are

protected for recreation,

conservation, and wildlife.2

Wilderness-quality lands are Percent of wilderness-quality lands managed
to protect wilderness characteristics

nearly 3 times less likely to
be managed to protect those

characteristics if they are

overlapped by oil and gas

leases.?
Leased Not Leased
BONDING
Federal minimum bonding rate for single well* | $10,000
Average cost to fully reclaim and plug a well> | $76,000
Estimated number of federal orphan wells® 16,000
Estimated cost to fully reclaim all federal orphan | $1.2 billion

wells

SPILLS

Oil and gas companies reported

2,418 spills

in Colorado, Wyoming, and New Mexico in 2021, over 6 per day.’
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https://westernpriorities.org/resource/2021-spills-tracker/
https://www.blm.gov/programs-energy-and-minerals-oil-and-gas-oil-and-gas-statistics
https://www.wilderness.org/sites/default/files/media/file/TWS%20Acreage%20Open%20to%20Leasing%20June%202016.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/baa3a7b6346047d3a1d46ef9ea1ca4fd
https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/oil-and-gas/leasing/bonding
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.1c02234#:~:text=We%20analyze%20data%20from%20up,exceed%20%241%20million%20per%20well.
https://www.doi.gov/ocl/s-1076
https://westernpriorities.org/resource/2021-spills-tracker/

