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Background: 

 The Antiquities Act of 1906 gives the President the authority to, by Presidential Proclamation, 

create national monuments from federal lands to protect significant natural, cultural, or 

scientific features.  

 Under the bill, however, when designating a monument, the President must choose a boundary 

that is the smallest area necessary to protect the objects of significance. 

 The Grand Canyon National Monument and Devils Tower National Monument are examples of a 

President using the authority of the Antiquities Act. 

 Over the last twenty years, many of the monument designations have locked up millions of 

acres of economically productive lands and waters. 

 Since 1990 there have been about 188 or so monuments established or expanded under the 

Antiquities Act. 

 The designations of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument (GSENM) and the Bears 

Ears National Monument (BENM) in 1996 and 2016 respectively are two examples of modern 

abuses of the Antiquities Act. Both of these designations received criticism from State and local 

officials. 

Summary: 

 This Executive Order (EO) directs the Secretary of the Interior to review all Presidential 

designations or expansion of designations under the Antiquities Act made since January 1, 1996. 

o The Secretary will review whether the new designation covers more than 100,000 acres 

of land, the designation after expansion covers more than 100,000 acres of land, or if 

the Secretary deems that the designation or expansion was made without the proper 

public outreach and coordination with relevant stakeholders. 

 While conducting the review, the Secretary will consider the following: 

o The requirements and original objectives of the Act, including the Act’s requirement 

that reservations of land not exceed “the smallest area compatible with the proper care 

and management of the objects to be protected”. 

o Concerns of State, tribal, and local governments affected by a designation, including the 

economic development and fiscal condition of affected States, tribes, and localities. 

 It is important to note that the Secretary will be required to consult and coordinate with 

executive departments, agencies, and Governors of each state affected by monument 

designations. 

 Within 45 days of the signing of this EO, the Secretary of the Interior will provide to the 

President the findings of a review regarding BENM and if it is consistent with the language of the 

review mentioned above.  

 Within 120 days of the signing of this EO, the Secretary shall provide a final report to the 

President, summarizing the findings of the review. 

 


